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Contemporary Approaches to Adaptations 
Workshop Outline 

AGENDA: 
- What is adaptation 
- Roles & process 
- Form & content 
- How to adapt 
- Practical tasks 
- Discussion/Q&A 

TASK 1: VISION  
Pick a play/book/novella/story/fairytale/myth/legend that you’d like to adapt. Take 2 
minutes to write a list of everything you already know from the story. These should 
normally be statements of fact that are revealed in the source you’ve chosen. Now 
spend 2 minutes writing down as many questions as you can think of that you have 
about this original source you’ve chosen. 

Next respond to the following questions: 
•I want to adapt _________ [insert your source] 
•I want to know _________ [pick one of your questions that you are most curious about 
that you’d want to make a show around] 
•I want to tell _________’s story [whose story will be at the centre? are you going to pick 
a minor character and tell their story or are you going to retell it from one of the 
primary characters that’s not on focus in the original?] 
•I care about this story because _________ [what is your personal connection to it; why 
do you want to tell this story] 
•I will use _________ [what genre, style, or design elements will be key to your concept] 
•I want the audience to leave with _________ [or feel like or think about…] 

TASK 2: FORM & CONTENT (structure and composition) 
1. Decide on a medium and genre. [what style or expressive mode are you going to 

use] 
2. Pick one design or compositional element to be featured as a central stylistic 

choice. [this could be the acting style or say you want to use live feed projections 
or you want your play to feature music] 
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3. Decide on 1 or 2 key collaborators for this project. [this is more of an extension of 
the previous questions, so who will be your key collaborators for this project that 
you’ll work most closely with] 

4. Answer the following questions:  

•Who will tell the story? [so this is really about your framing] 
•The play will begin with _________ and end with _________ [where are we in time 
relative to the original text] 
•How will time work? [linear, cyclical, moving backwards?] 
•What does this world feel like? [feel free to go really abstract with this, but also bear in 
mind these might be words you use to describe your design or the feel of watching the 
show] 
•How will your adaptation use “failure”? [that is, how will it intentionally fail to fulfill the 
traditional model of theatre making] 


